
Thank you for your letter of 23 December 2020.


I trust the following points of clarification will prove helpful to the Committee.


Awareness of the meeting 

The Committee would be grateful if you could confirm when you knew that the 
former First Minister was coming to the house and any details of how you knew this 
to be the case, to the best of your recollection. 

My recollection is that Nicola mentioned to me on the Sunday evening that Mr Salmond 
would be visiting the next day, 2 April 2018.


The Committee would appreciate any further clarification you wish to add to your 
evidence on this matter. 

I have nothing further to add to my written and oral evidence on this matter.


Status of the meeting 

Given the time that had elapsed between the Sky News enquiry and the meeting in 
April, and that you had not been in contact with Mr Salmond in that time, the 
Committee seeks insight as to why you considered it possible that the meeting 
related to the Sky News story. 

As I stated in my oral evidence, I considered it possible due to the other individuals who 
were present in our home.


The Committee seeks confirmation that its understanding of your evidence is 
correct. 

The Committee also seeks insight as to why the Sky News story would be the basis 
for a meeting that you may have considered most likely to be a Government matter. 

To inform the session with the First Minister, it would be useful to establish whether 
you assumed the meeting was a Government matter before it happened and 
whether you continued to assume so after the meeting took place. 

My oral evidence was simply reflecting my own reading of Nicola’s written evidence to the 
Committee. It is not for me to speculate on, or determine, the basis or nature of the 
meetings as I was not party to them.


The Committee would be grateful if you could confirm when the former First 
Minister last came to your home in advance of 2 April 2018. 

My recollection is that this was during the 2017 general election campaign.
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WhatsApp 

For completeness, the Committee would be grateful if you could confirm whether 
you have ever used WhatsApp in the past including any communications with SNP 
officials or party members on anything related to concerns about the former first 
minister and the timescales for such exchanges. 

I confirm that I have not used WhatsApp on any matters related to concerns raised about 
the behaviour of Mr Salmond.


Similarly, the Committee would appreciate confirmation as to whether there were 
any other electronic discussion groups you were involved in, for example text 
messages to multiple recipients or other platforms where such concerns were 
discussed with SNP officials and/or SNP party members (and again the relevant 
timescales). 

I can confirm that I was not involved in any discussion groups where such concerns were 
discussed.


Complaints from London 

The Committee would appreciate clarification as to when you first became aware of 
any potential complaint from London and from whom. 

Acknowledging the privacy constraints that apply, and notwithstanding the fact that those 
concerns do not relate to the Committee’s remit, namely the handling by the Scottish 
Government of complaints about Alex Salmond under its Procedure, I can confirm that I 
first became aware of such matters in September 2018.


I hope the Committee finds this reply helpful.


Yours sincerely


PETER MURRELL

Chief Executive


13 January 2021


